SMR Master of Occupational Therapy Program Accreditation

- It’s Here! - 

2012 is an accreditation year for the Master of Occupational Therapy Program at SMR.  Our accreditation is carried out by the Academic Credentialing Council of the CAOT, the accrediting body of all occupational therapy programs across this country.  The accreditation process has three stages: 1) the university writes a self-study report in response to the CAOT Accreditation Standards, 2) the self-study report is reviewed by an off-site team and comments are forwarded back to the program for review and, if required, further reporting, and 3) an on-site visit by a three-person team, including an occupational therapy academic, an occupational therapy clinician and an external member.  Currently we have completed the first 2 stages of this process and outcomes, so far, have been very positive. The on-site visit, scheduled for March 12th to the 14th, 2012, is two and a half days long and consists of meetings with many stakeholders, including full and part-time faculty members, support staff, students, members of the OT clinical community, and University administration.  

Preparation for the Accreditation process has provided us with the opportunity to review many of our foundational documents.  As a result we have updated and revitalized our Program Guide, the document that guides curriculum content and structure, and informs our stakeholders about the occupational therapy program and its key foundational building blocks.  The Program Guide presents the department’s vision and mission, the professional and educational conceptual frameworks that underpin the Master of Occupational Therapy Program as well as the beliefs and values that emerge from these frameworks.  In addition, this document describes, more specifically, the mission, goals and objectives of the education program and the relationship between the conceptual frameworks and expected MOT program outcomes, curriculum content and structure, integration between fieldwork and academic program components, and our teaching and learning strategies. It is a fine read!  We would encourage everyone, whether you’re a fieldwork educator, part-time contributor to our teaching program or just plain interested in the MOT Program, to use the following link on our website (http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/medicine/units/medrehab/ot/ot_overview_guide.html ) and have a read through the document.

Also: in preparation for the final stage of the Accreditation process, we are seeking 8-10 OT clinicians who would be interested in meeting with the Accreditation Team during their on-site visit.  The Team is scheduled to meet with clinicians as a group at the end of the second day (March 13 – 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.).  Please let us know if you are interested in meeting with the Team by emailing Lori Muzychka at muzychka@cc.umanitoba.ca .  I would be pleased to answer any questions you might have about the Accreditation process.  We will keep you posted as to the final results.
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